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How to Receive Your Free Credit Report
A credit report provides you with all of the information in your credit file maintained by a consumer reporting company that could be provided by the consumer reporting company in a consumer report about you to a third party, such as a lender. A credit file disclosure also includes a record of everyone who has received a consumer report about you from the consumer reporting company within a certain period of time ("inquiries"). The credit file disclosure includes certain information that is not included in a consumer report about you to a third party, such as the inquiries of companies for pre-approved offers of credit or insurance and account reviews, and any medical account information which is suppressed for third party users of consumer reports. You are entitled to receive a disclosure copy of your credit file from a consumer reporting company under Federal law and the laws of various states. 

You are entitled to receive one free credit report every 12 months from each of the nationwide consumer credit reporting companies – Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion. You may request your report by phone (1-877-322-8228), by mail (see request form) or online. 

To order online:

1) Log on to www.AnnualCreditReport.com, select your state and hit the “Request Report” button. 

· This central site allows you to request a free credit file disclosure, commonly called a credit report, once every 12 months from each of the nationwide consumer credit reporting companies: Equifax, Experian and TransUnion.

· AnnualCreditReport.com is the official site to help consumers to obtain their free credit report.
2) Enter the required information. Select the box that limits your SSN to the last four digits for security reasons. This is to ensure that if you lose or misplace your credit report, your SSN remains confidential. Press Continue.

3) Select which reporting agency or agencies you would like to view your report from. Each agency presents the information in a different format and has different criteria for what goes on your credit report. You may choose to view all three at once or space them out throughout the year. The advantage of ordering all three at the same time is that you can compare them. (However, you will not be eligible for another free credit report from the Central Source for 12 months.) On the other hand, the advantage of ordering one now and others later (for example, one credit report every four months) is that you can keep track of any changes or new information that may appear on your credit report. Remember, you are entitled to receive one free credit report every 12 months from each of the nationwide consumer credit reporting companies – Equifax, Experian and TransUnion – so if you order from only one company today you can still order from the other two companies at a later date.
4) Review your credit report(s). If you feel there is a fraudulent claim on your report, each consumer credit reporting company has a link to dispute the claim. Once a dispute has been submitted, the credit reporting company must notify you of the decision within 30 days.
5) Print your report for your records. 
6) Return to Annual Credit Report.com to view your report from other agencies.

To “Opt Out”:

The inquiries section on your report lists every company that has looked at your credit report within the last 2 years. Some of these inquiries are credit cards which offer pre-approval or insurance companies. You may request that consumer credit reporting companies exclude your name from lists for pre-approved, unsolicited credit and insurance offers. To find out more, please call 1–888–5OPTOUT (1–888–567–8688). 

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) cautions consumers to be wary of companies that make claims regarding credit repair. These companies, commonly called credit clinics, don't do anything for consumers that consumers cannot do for themselves at little or no cost. Beware of any organization that offers to create a new identity and credit file for you. The FTC and state attorneys general have filed actions against those who pursue these fraudulent practices. Here are some warning signs that the FTC and others say consumers should look out for to determine if they might be dealing with a credit clinic: 

· An organization that guarantees to remove late payments, bankruptcies, or similar information from a credit report

· An organization that charges a lot of money to repair credit

· A company that asks the consumer to write to the credit reporting company and repeatedly seek verification of the same credit account information in the file, month after month, even though the information has been determined to be correct

· An organization that is reluctant to give out their address or one that pushes you to make a decision immediately

For a helpful brochure about credit clinics, you can write to the Federal Trade Commission, Sixth and Pennsylvania Avenues, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004 and request a brochure titled "Credit Repair: Self Help May Be Best."

To find out more about your credit rights as a consumer please visit the Federal Trade Commission’s website at: www.ftc.gov/credit/ .
To find out more about credit repair visit: www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/credit/repair.htm
To find out more about identity theft visit: www.consumer.gov/idtheft/
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