Sample Activity Plan Template


	Title

	Guide to the City/Neighborhood/Community

	Description

	Engage children and youth in exploration of city/neighborhood/community and create a written guide to share their learning with others.

	Objectives

	Provide literacy, fitness, social competence and arts activities.

	Intended Outcomes

	· Children and youth will gain experience and practice reading, writing, speaking, and listening.
· Children and youth will participate in outdoor explorations that will contribution to their physical fitness.

· Children and youth will express their new understanding/knowledge through a variety of media such as writing, drawing, painting, singing, acting, ect.

	Special Materials and Tools

	Large chart paper and markers, maps of the area, sample guide books, historical books about the area, books about cities, bulletin boards, tape recorder/tapes, library and/ or Internet access, blank book for final guide.

	Space Requirements

	Discussion space, tables to work at/write on, storage for ongoing project materials, a stage or performing space.

	Age/Group Size

	Appropriate for ages 10 and up. This project could involve a lot of children and youth of just a few. If many children participate, divide into small groups (3-4) for different components.

	The Activity

	1. Survey children’s existing knowledge of the city/neighborhood in small discussion groups. Pose questions which invite children to both share and reveal their knowledge and preconceptions about 1) cities/towns as a concept (functions, services, public and private spaces, shapes, boundaries and inhabitants); 2) your specific city/town (children’s direct experiences, multi-sensory perceptions and opinions).
2. Create a guide to the City/Neighborhood/Community. Discuss “What is a guide?” and “Who is the audience for this guide?” (pictures or maps, someone who knows the city, an object or tool for supporting curiosity, knowledge, information, a tool or exploring, finding novelty, surprise or pleasure.) Inventory, describe, make maps, ect.
3. Select the maps, drawings and transcribed anecdotes created and shared during the course of the project that best meet the guide’s purpose and put them together in a blank book suitable for mounting and organizing the guide ingredients.


	Incorporating Technology

	· Use internet search tools to find information about the community.
· View sample “guides” online to generate ideas.

· Develop web pages to create “online” version guide.

	Extensions and Continuations

	· Create a play or song about the city/community.
· Organize walking tours for other children or parents.

	Conclusions/Reflections

	Hold discussion with children and youth about what they learned about their community. Have them write their parents or elected officials about what they learned.

	Documentation

	The written guide book, any maps children and youth create, bulletin board displays, videotapes or audiotapes of any related presentations/performances by the children, photographs of stages of the project. 


PAGE  
2
From Links to Learning: A Curriculum Planning Guide fro After-School Programs

