Sample Activity Plan Template


	Title  

	Amusement Park for Birds

	Description

	Design and build an amusement park for summer birds based on observations of bird behavior near a winter feeder

	Objectives

	Provide long-term, hands-on science activity that incorporates literacy, fitness/nutrition and social competence in learning opportunities

	Intended Outcomes

	1. Children will gain understanding of wildlife, environment, weather, simple mechanics and physics and other aspects of the physical world
2. Children will participate in outdoor exploration and physical activities that will contribute to their physical fitness and understanding of nutrition.

3. Children will gain experience working with others to gain understanding and solve problems.

4. Children will gain experience and practice reading, writing, speaking and listening.

	Special Materials and Tools

	Birdfeeder (or materials to construct a birdfeeder), birdseed, writing and drawing materials, simple construction materials- paper, cardboard, plastic, wood- to make “amusements”, camera.

	Space Requirements

	Outdoor space to locate birdfeeder and amusement park. Indoor space for discussions, writing, drawing and storage.

	Age/Group Size

	Appropriate for ages 9-12. Could involve many children or just a few. Need children with long-term commitment/involvement.

	The Activity

	Phase One(winter): Discussion: Find out what children know about birds- what they eat, what they like to do, etc. Introduce birdfeeder idea and engage them in designing, constructing or positioning feeder. Observe birds and their activities and record observations. Read about the birds that show up.
Phase Two(spring/summer): Discussion: why aren’t birds coming to the feeder anymore? What can we do to attract birds back to our space? Observe birds in local park. Read/research more about birds. Construct “amusements” to attract birds. Record observations.


	Incorporating Technology

	1. Use internet to find information about local birds and their habitats, activites, etc.
2. Take photos or video of project stages and create multimedia presentation.

	Extensions and Continuations

	There are many possible arts-related extensions of this activity. Children can make drawings/painting/photographs of the birds in the amusement park. Or they could write stories/poems/songs about the birds.

	Conclusions/Reflections

	Hold discussion with children about what they learned about the birds, comparisons with their own “amusements” and those of birds. What did they learn about working together, solving problems, etc.

	Documentation

	Book of observations about the birds, the birdfeeder/amusements, photographs of the different bird activities/seasons.
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